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Engaging with Local & Global Communities

Local Communities Global Communities 

● How can we better 
understand our own culture 
and other cultures within 
our local community?

● What is our responsibility 
to make a positive impact 
in our community, and how 
can we do so?

● How can we connect to 
people and cultures around 
the world?

● How is the content that we 
study relevant to people 
around the world?



Local & Global Communities in the Curriculum:
Examples from Individuals and Societies

Global Cultures: Below, students use 
Tableaux, an arts integration strategy, 
to portray the pillars of Buddhism as 
part of the 7th grade religion unit. 

Local Cultures: Above, students hear 
from the creator of the Frederick 
Douglass sculpture in a visit to AMS 
from Madame Tussaud’s museum in 
Washington, D.C. Students learn about 
U.S. history in 8th-grade I&S. 



Technology Integration to Connect with the World
Technology is a big part of learning at AMS. Chromebooks and 

iPads give students the opportunity to communicate in new ways 
and learn about other cultures. On the bottom right, Spanish 

students video conference with a local Spanish-speaking architect 
who shows and describes one of his blueprints.



Service As Action
The MYP Community Project 
(The AMS CHANGE Project)
Students in 8th grade complete a service 
project, taking action to address an issue 
in a local or global community. 



AMS students make connections 
to other cultures through cultural 

experiences throughout the 
curriculum, gaining a better 

understanding of local & global 
communities.

Cultural Experiences



Cultural Experiences



Language acquisition in the MYP aims to 
develop a respect for, and understanding 
of, other languages and cultures, and is 
equally designed to equip the student with 
a skills base to facilitate further language 
learning. 

Language Learning-
Language Acquisition 



Learning to speak another’s 
language means taking one’s 
place in the human community. 
It means reaching out to others 
across cultural and linguistic 
boundaries. Language is far more 
than a system to be explained. It 
is our most important link to 
the world around us. Language 
is culture in motion. It is people 
interacting with people. 

Savignon (1983) 

The Nature of 
Language Learning



Language Acquisition 
at AMS

Mandarin Chinese

SpanishFrench

Students have a choice of 3 different languages. Students 
are expected to study this language in 6th – 10th grade (if they 
continue the Middle Years Programme at Annapolis High 
School). The goal is to be able to communicate in the language 
they choose to study.



❧6th Grade: Level 1A (equivalent to the 
first ½ of 9th grade language course)

❧7th Grade: Level 1B (equivalent to the 
second ½ of 9th grade language course)

❧8th Grade: Level 2 (equivalent to 10th

grade language course)

Language Acquisition 
Pathway

Every 
other 
day

Every  
day

At the end of middle school, students have 2 high school 
language credits!



Communication in a Second Language 

International and 
intercultural awareness is 
one of the founding 
principles of the IB program.  
We teach our students to be 
open-minded by listening to 
others, accepting others, 
even when we have 
differences. 

Global engagement and communication 
in more than one language is a highly 
valued aspect of the IB program. 



More Examples from Spanish, 
French, and Chinese classes.
● French: Trip to Quebec, visit to National Gallery of Art to 

understand French art movements, pen pals with French 
speakers

● Chinese: Celebration of Chinese New Year and other holidays, 
study of authentic Chinese music and video clips

● Spanish: Role-play conversations to understand appropriate 
interactions in Spanish-speaking cultures (formal vs. informal, 
appropriate greetings, etc.), study authentic cultural documents 
to understand perspectives of Spanish speakers, create media 
for an audience of Spanish speakers



IB MISSION STATEMENT

The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop 
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to 
create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 
understanding and respect.

To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and 
international organizations to develop challenging programmes
of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to 
become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who 
understand that other people, with their differences, can also be 
right.  


